Star-Spangled Banner
Study Guide

Who wrote the Star-Spangled Banner?



Francis Scott Key
What was the name of the fort under attack by the British?

Fort McHenry

What city is Fort McHenry located in?



Baltimore, Maryland

How many stars and stripes were on the flag in 1814?

Fifteen (15)

Who was the President of the United States at this time?

James Madison

Definitions:

Oh, Say! – Hey!

Dawn – Daybreak, early morning, sunrise.


Hailed – Cheering, honoring, a salute (usually hail’d in the song)

Twilight – Dusk, late in the evening, sunset.


Gleaming – Glowing, shining.


Broad – Wide


Through – Throughout, during (usually thro’ in the song)

Perilous – Very Dangerous


O’er – Over


Ramparts – Protective wall around a Fort


Watched – Looking at (usually watch’d in the song)

Gallantly – Bravely


Streaming – Blowing or flowing in the wind (like a river flows)

Glare – A strong bright light


Bursting - Exploding


Proof – Knowing for sure


Star-Spangled Banner – The Flag of the United States of America


Spangled – Small, bright shiny pieces used to decorate


Banner - Flag


Yet – Still, now


Wave - Blowing or flowing in the wind


Land of the free and home of the brave – Untied States of America

Star-Spangled Banner

Oh, say, can you see, by the dawn's early light, 
What so proudly we hail'd at the twilight's last gleaming? 
Whose broad stripes and bright stars, thro' the perilous fight, 
O'er the ramparts we watch'd, were so gallantly streaming? 
And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 
Gave proof thro' the night that our flag was still there. 
O say, does that Star - Spangled Banner yet wave 
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave?
